














Many Hispanics report that a main reason for immi-
grating to the U.S. is to provide better education
and opportunities for their children. Overall,
according to our surveys and focus groups, Latino
parents reported that they are content with the
education provided by the public school system.
Yet several issues affect Latino students in regard to

their education.

Similar to national trends, Latinos in B-N struggle
with an achievement gap to graduate high school
and attend college (Figure 10). The majority of
Latinos students (60%) in B-N attend Unit 5
schools; however, District 87 schools have a higher
percentage of Latinos students in comparison to
total student body. This does not include the number
of Latino students attending private and alternative
schools, nor are there total numbers for drop-outs.
According to surveys and interviews, Latinos
students face various education issues. The two
paragraphs below describe the top two issues in B-N.

Latino students are

underperforming academically

For both District 87 and Unit 5, the performance of
Latino students on standardized tests on reading
and math—the lllinois State Achievement Test
(ISAT) for elementary and junior high school students,
and the Prairie State Achievement Exam (PSAE) for
high school students—-lags behind the performance
of white students. An alarming example is that for
11th graders in District 87, 69.9% (reading)/ 66.5%
(math) of White students meet or exceed state pro-
ficiency standards, whereas only 32.1% (reading)/
35.8% (math) of Hispanic students meet or exceed
state proficiency standards. According to school
personnel, the PSAE is difficult for non-native
speakers, but if the scores are to count for college,
they need to take the test without accommodations.

Latinos are dropping out of high school

The number of Latino students is highest at the
elementary level, and by high school, decreases
sharply. According to both the Latino community
(via focus groups) and school personnel, Latino
students drop out of school at the high school level
for several reasons:

1. If the Latino students are not bilingual, the

academic challenge at the high school level is difficult
to meet. While an English as a Second Language
(ESL) class and a resource study hall offer ESL
assistance at the high school level, the assistance to
students is a sharp drop from the co-teaching
approach that ESL students can receive in earlier
grades. School personnel cited a variety of reasons
for the lack of co-teaching at the high school level,
including too many non-native English speaking
students, too many classes and not enough ESL
teachers or content teachers trained to teach ESL
students. Additionally, to date, neither students
nor school personnel were aware of any current
tutoring/mentoring programs that Latino students
could utilize.

2. The belief by the Latino community that
undocumented Latino students cannot attend college
and/or cannot get any kind of financial aid for college.
Currently, there is confusion and misinformation in
both the Latino community and the larger educational
community about whether undocumented Latino
students can attend college and get financial help.

3. The pull to work and make money is strong.
Latino students who are discouraged with their lack
of academic progress and believe that they can't go
to college may be lured into working with or like
their parents. Many parents do not have high levels
of education themselves. The students often reason
that if they do not have success with school and cannot
go to college anyway, they may as well work and
make money.

The drop out rate of Latinos and African
Americans is a national problem; where nearly one
half fail to graduate from public high school with
their class. This issue is not solely an ESL student
issue for Latinos - there is a concern for English
dominant second generation students who also
drop of out school and do not attend trade
schools, colleges, or universities.





