

Tuesday, April 19
5:30-6:30 p.m.
Western Ave Community Center, 600 N. Western Avenue, Bloomington, IL 61701.

AGENDA

I. Welcome and Introductions
a.  Members present: Yadira Ruiz, Deborah Halperin, Dick Folse, Saul Pulido, Jacob Walters, Barkha Dhar, Ashley Boyer, Alex Cardona, Kerry Urquizo, Charity Mendoza, Axel Jimenez, Celina Mendoza

II. Announcements
a.  Next HFWG meeting will be Tuesday May 17, 2011 at 5:30p.m. at Western Avenue Community Center – If you would like to add anything to the agenda, please email hispanic.families.work.group@gmail.com 

b.  Heartland Community College is putting together an ESL bridge course for the health career field. Recruitment is for adults 16 and older. More information to come.

c.  Cedar Ridge Promise Council has a lot of volunteer opportunities available. Axel will update us when more information is available.
d.  Charity has joined the advisory council for Tech Wizards.
e.  The Immigration Project is looking for volunteers to help plan an event. HFWG will be helping.

III. Reports from Chairs and Exec. Board
a.  Communications Committee: Finalized a new brochure with a new look and feel for the HFWG logo. Currently working with Axel to get a quote and get them printed ASAP. Still looking for chair/co-chair and members. 
b.  Economic Development Committee: Still working on 501c3.

c.  Education Committee: Group met and came up with new name (HFWG Education Task Force). Put together mission/vision statements for group. Want to put together financial aid workshop in Spanish with help from higher education schools in the area. Also, looking forward to bringing more Latinos to school campuses and putting together an all-Spanish program.
d.  Consulting Committee: No current update. 


IV. General Membership Reports

a.  Possibility to get HFWG member as part of MAPP – Minority and Police Partnership

b.  YWCA wants to get group together for McLean County leadership project (“I am McLean County”) to raise awareness that McLean County is diverse. Will work to put together advisory council made up of all non-profits focused on diversity in the area.
c.  Update from Saul informing us of the use of WACC interpreters in the area. Overwhelming majority is for court appearances due to traffic violations. 

V. Community Events

a.  HFWG members got together for Tech Wizards event to help families fill out application forms.
b.  Día de los Niños/Día de los Libros is coming up April 30th at the Bloomington Public Library from 11a.m. to 1p.m. They expect to have 400-500 people. Alex, Axel, and Yadira will be present at event to hand out flyers and talk to families.
c.  Parent Café will be hosted at Cedar Ridge Elementary School on April 25th starting at 5:15p.m. Dinner and childcare are provided for free.
d.  YWCA will host its Stand Against Racism campaign April 29th at noon at the McLean Museum of History. The rally is expected to take 30 minutes.

e.  YWCA is now taking applications for its Girls BE U empowerment program for teen girls. Please see HFWG for more information.
f.  Edward James Olmos is visiting ISU on April 25th at the Bone Student Center Braden Auditorium at 7:00p.m. His presentation will be followed with a meet-and-greet at 8:15p.m. The event is free and open to the public.


VI. ISU Student Project Report

a.  Jacob Walters, Barkha Dhar, and Ashley Boyer presented their findings regarding the presence of Hispanics on Boards. They will provide us with a copy of their portfolio, which will include recommendations for non-profits, as soon as it is completed.
b.  They found that for most non-profit executive boards the term “diversity” meant “skill-set,” “technical expertise,” “diversity of thought” and wasn’t necessarily based on ethnicity. 
c.  The fact that someone was Hispanic/Latino was seen as a bonus.

d.  Hispanics/Latinos account for 15% of Illinois; however, they are responsible for 90% of the population growth since 2000.
