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HFWG Meeting Minutes
Date: May 17, 2011
Location: Western Avenue Community Center, 600 N Western Ave, Bloomington, IL
Time: 5:30-6:30p.m.
I. Meeting welcome and introductions – 5:35p.m.

a. Members present: 24

b. For list, see below.

II. Announcements
a. Alex – The Immigration Project 
i. Open House held June 10th
ii. Looking for volunteers. Training meeting May 21st from 11:30-12:30p.m.

iii. Meeting May 22nd at 7:00p.m.

b. David – State Farm 

i. “Interactive town hall meeting” type of financial literacy workshop

ii. Has been done in Chicago, with over 300 families present

iii. Key topics will be foreclosure and protecting credit

iv. Aimed for Hispanic families – en español
v. Booth space will be available for community organizations
vi.  Want to be part of planning committee? Email David
vii. David will keep us updated

c. Kerry – Heartland Community College ESL 

i. All ESL educators in Bloomington-Normal will get together May 23rd 

ii. Possibility for collaboration?

iii. Kerry will keep us updated

d. Jeff – McLean County Museum of History

i. Evolution of Asian-Indian Music presentation May 31st at 7:00p.m. with demonstrations from local groups

e. Yadira – YWCA
i. Girls BE U deadline extended

ii. See HFWG website for information 

III. Habitat for Humanity Presentation – 5:51p.m.
a. Presenters: Toni Molck (Family Services) and Sharon Fries (home recipient & volunteer)

i. Habitat is currently looking for families to partner with

ii. Three criteria used for eligibility: housing need, ability to pay, willingness to partner

iii. 2011 – 7 houses were built

iv. Since 1985 – 132 houses built in McLean County

v. Houses are energy star efficient, come with stove and refrigerator, washer/dryer can be included in mortgage, 25 year mortgage with no interest

vi. Sharon shared her experience of going through the application process and being a Habitat homeowner

b. Volunteer build blitz coming up

i. Week of June 7th-10th from 8:00-noon and 1:00-4:00p.m.

ii. No experience necessary

iii. See HFWG website for more information

c. Habitat ReStore

i. Located 1402 W Washington St, Bloomington IL

ii. Inventory includes new/used items for home improvement. Proceeds go back to helping build homes

d. Sharon will send electronic version of Spanish flyer when available

IV. Boys Scouts Presentation – 6:10p.m.
a. Presenter: Kevin Cook (Field Director)
i. “Soccer and Scouting”

1. First introduced in Peoria in 2006, moved into Bloomington within the year

2. Every Friday night at Cedar Ridge Elementary from 6:00-7:30p.m. all year long
3. Predominantly Latino kids, open to all boys from 1st grade to 18th birthday

4. Program broken up by grade level and teaches soccer skill complimented by a scouting skill

5. Cost of program: $20/year, includes jersey, shorts, socks, ball, poster, bilingual book, insurance

6. Approximately 40-50 boys are currently registered
7. Futbolito tournament and recognition program and end of year

ii. Currently looking for volunteers

1. Program aides to work with kids or people to help behind the scenes
2. No experience necessary, soccer or scouting background a plus

3. Background check, valid SSN needed

iii. For more information, please see HFWG website

V. Sub-committee Updates – 6:26p.m.
a. Celina – Communications Committee

i. Looking for members and Chair

ii. David – Will contact wife, Maggie Im, if interested in Chair position

1. Celina will follow up

b. Charity – Education Committee

i. Intro to Chair: Maura Toro-Morn

ii. Group has met and drafted a mission and goals statement

c. Deborah – Consulting Committee

i. No updates
d. Axel – Economic Development Committee

i. Meeting has been scheduled for week of May 23rd 
VI. Update on Community Events (Past and Future) – 6:30p.m.

a. Past Events

i. Yadira – Día de Los Niños/Día de Los Libros
1. Well attended event

2. Reached out to a lot of Latino families
ii. Socorro – WACC Cinco de Mayo 

1. 1st annual celebration

2. 150 community members present

3. Food, activities for kids, dancers, band present

b. Future Events

i. David – Safety Car Seat Checks

1. Saturday July 9th from 10a.m.-2:00p.m.at 1520 E College Ave, Normal, IL

2. Sponsored by Axel

ii. Alex – HERO Community Get-together

1. Saturday May 21st at SF employee home

2. See Alex for more information

VII. MAPP/Community Advocacy – 6:36p.m.

a. Yadira – Minority and Police Partnership
i. Alex and Yadira will attend MAPP meeting (invite-only) June 1st at 4:00p.m. representing HFWG

ii. Any advocacy needs for Hispanics in community, please see Alex or Yadira

VIII. Close – 6:38 p.m.
a. Next meeting will be held June 21st at 5:30p.m. at Western Avenue Community Center, 600 N Western Ave, Bloomington, IL
Members Present
Yadira Ruiz, HFWG President
Charity Mendoza, HFWG Vice-President
Axel Jimenez, HFWG Treasurer 
Celina Mendoza, HFWG Secretary
Alex Cardona, HFWG Ex-Officio
Dick Folse, Illinois Shakespeare Festival
Kerry Urquizo, Heartland Community College
Maura Toro-Morn, ISU Latino Studies
Emily Derege, U of I Extension McLean Co.
Deborah Halperin, IWU
Rocio Rivadeneyra, ISU Latino Studies
David Im, State Farm
Steve Lessaris, IWU ARC & State Farm
Alex Monzon, IWU ARC & State Farm
Ted Delicath, IWU ARC
Toni Molck, Habitat for Humanity
Sharon Fries, Habitat for Humanity
Jeff Woodard, McLean County Museum of History
Carly Wilson, YWCA & State Farm
Kathleen Johnson, Big Brothers Big Sisters & State Farm
Mary Tackett, WACC & State Farm
Danny Kenny, Ecology Action Center
Jo Ann Reidy, Country Financial
Rebecca Linares, State Farm
Patty Rose, Heartland Head Start
Socorro Alvarez, WACC
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